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The ACCESS program is consistent with the missions of Eastern Iowa Community Colleges and 

the Mississippi Bend Area Education Agency: 

  

  

Eastern Iowa Community Colleges deliver quality education and services to strengthen our 

community.  

 

~ 

 

 The mission of the Mississippi Bend Area Education Agency is to improve teaching and learning 

for all students through active partnerships and assertive leadership in a climate of mutual respect.  

 

 

ACCESS Contacts 

 
Catherine Petersen, ACCESS Specialist 

Eastern Iowa Community Colleges 

500 Belmont Rd. 

Bettendorf IA 52722 

(563)441-4355 

cpetersen@eicc.edu  

 

Jane Rock, Transition Specialist 

Mississippi Bend Area Education Agency 

729 21
st
 Street 

Bettendorf IA 52722 

(563)344-6288 

jrock@aea9.k12.ia.us 

 

Michelle Wehr, Transition Specialist 

Mississippi Bend Area Education Agency 

729 21
st
 Street 

Bettendorf IA 52722 

(563)344-6292 

mwehr@aea9.k12.ia.us 

 
 

 

The Mississippi Bend Area Education Agency does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, gender identity, marital status, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, 

religion, age, socio economic status, or disability in its educational programs, services or employment practices. Inquiries concerning this statement should be addressed to Dr. 

Edward Gronlund, Equity Coordinator, at 563-344-6315. 

 

Eastern Iowa Community College District endorses the principal of equal educational opportunities for all people, regardless of race, color, creed, marital status, national origin, 
sex, sexual orientation, religion, ancestry, age, or handicap or disability in the educational programs or activities it operates.  Inquiries concerning the colleges’ compliance with 

Title VI, Title IX, Section 504, the Americans with Disabilities Act and the Age Discrimination Act should be directed to the Dean of Student Development at the appropriate 

college or the District Affirmative Action Officer at 306 West River Drive, Davenport IA 52801, 563-336-3000.   
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What is ACCESS?  

 
ACCESS is a transition program developed through a partnership of the Mississippi Bend Area 

Education Agency (MBAEA), Eastern Iowa Community Colleges (EICC), and School Districts in the 

MBAEA 9 region.   

 

ACCESS is a program for special education students that is designed to help them prepare for success 

in college vocational training and future employment. Skills for college success, vocational skills, and 

employability skills may all be addressed through the ACCESS program. 

 

ACCESS is essentially a continuation of the IEP that takes place in the college setting with students 

attending college courses and receiving support through the ACCESS program.   ACCESS provides an 

opportunity for students to work on IEP goals in order to better prepare for independence in college and 

the workforce.  

 

 

 

Why consider ACCESS? 

 
Some high school students may have the necessary academic, social, and behavioral abilities to 

complete college/vocational coursework, but require time in the actual college setting to generalize and 

transfer those skills to the new environment.  Others may have the academic skills, but still need some 

social or behavioral coaching to be successful in postsecondary settings.  Other students may have a 

disability that significantly affects an academic area and need more supports than provided through 

traditional college disability services to complete entry level coursework.  Any of these scenarios may 

make it appropriate for the IEP team to consider a referral to ACCESS.  More detailed information on 

this topic is found in the Appendix, in an Iowa Department of Education document titled “Decisions for 

High School Preparation and Exit to Postsecondary Learning”.   
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ACCESS: Helping Students  

 
ACCESS students receive a higher level of support than typically provided at the college level, 

including: 

 

● One-on-one weekly meetings 

● Campus orientations 

● Support in addressing IEP goals  

● Early identification of classroom needs 

● Time management assistance 

● Study skills training 

● Referral to appropriate community supports  

● Scheduling tailored to the student’s needs, lifestyle, and career goal 

● Self-advocacy support 

● Communication with instructors to assess progress  

● Preparation for transitioning to independence in college level courses or employment 

● Financial aid and scholarship assistance to continue education after ACCESS 

 

 

ACCESS: Helping School Districts 

 
ACCESS expands the district’s programming for students with disabilities without expanding staff 

costs. 

 

ACCESS results in better district graduation outcomes in higher education and employment.  

 

ACCESS provides a way to address goals that apply to the world outside of the high school 

environment.   

 

ACCESS makes it easy for high school teachers to track IEP progress toward goals.    

 

ACCESS eases students with IEPs into the college environment.  There is a huge difference 

between high school and college, and the difference for students who have received special education 

services is much greater.   
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Is ACCESS a Good Fit for My Student? 

 
 

ACCESS is a collaborative program established by Eastern Iowa Community Colleges, the Mississippi 

Bend Area Education Agency, and Area 9 School Districts to address unmet vocational and transition 

needs for students who have completed or are close to completing high school credit requirements.  

The following questions should be considered by an IEP team to determine the appropriateness and 

suitability of the ACCESS program. 

 

 

1. Does the student have an IEP and does the student’s IEP team support the need for ACCESS 

based upon transition assessment information?    

 

2. Does the student have unmet vocational and/or transition skill needs in his/her IEP and are 

these skills necessary to pursue his/her post-secondary expectations?  

 

3. Is there evidence that the student is motivated to develop these skills through community 

college coursework?  (e.g. attendance, performance in general education coursework, 

utilization of accommodations in high school)   

 

4. Does the student have a vocational career goal that is supported by the IEP team?  Has the 

student investigated the career through a job shadow, paid or unpaid work experience, or 

other method?  

 

5. Has the student completed all of the coursework that is available through the high school in 

this vocational/career area? 

 

6. Does the student need additional transition support and one-on-one assistance in 

accessing/completing college coursework?  

 

 

7. Is the student able to succeed in courses at one of the Eastern Iowa Community College 

campuses (Clinton, Muscatine, Scott or other sites), with reasonable accommodations (not 

modifications)? 
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I Think it Fits…Now What?  

 
Once a potential ACCESS student has been identified using the “Good Fit” criteria, the following steps 

are suggested to investigate the possibility of using the program:  

 

 If your district has not used ACCESS in the past, talk with your department coordinator and 

school administrator.  Sharing the information in this manual may be helpful.  

 

 Plan ahead. Once students identify their career goals, be sure that they learn everything they can 

about the career through job shadows, internet, career fairs, etc.  Students should also complete 

any coursework your district offers related to his/her career goal before they begin 

ACCESS.  

 

 Contact ACCESS staff or AEA Transition Specialists to arrange a meeting to discuss the 

program and learn about college coursework that matches the student’s career interests. Ideally, 

the IEP team should begin discussing the possibility of an ACCESS referral during the student’s 

junior year. 

 

 During the student’s senior year, schedule an IEP meeting to determine whether or not the IEP 

team supports the student’s participation in ACCESS. Invite an ACCESS Specialist or AEA 

Transition Specialist to the IEP meeting, and use the “Good Fit” flyer and/or College Readiness 

Survey (see Appendix) to guide your discussion.  Involve your school administrator in this 

discussion.   

 

 If the IEP team finds that ACCESS is the right choice for your student, the team will begin 

formulating goals for his/her participation.  See Appendix for ideas and tools for goal setting.   
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The Graduation Question 

 
Q: Do ACCESS students get to graduate from high school? 

 

A: Students do not receive their high school diploma while in ACCESS. However, most Area 9 

schools allow ACCESS students to participate in graduation ceremonies with their class. 

ACCESS students typically receive the same diploma folder as other students, and once they end 

participation in ACCESS, they receive the official diploma.  Check with your school 

administrator to find out about your local policy.   
 

Q: Why can’t ACCESS students graduate? 

 

A: In order for school districts to continue receiving funds for students who are in ACCESS, the 

student must remain on the high school’s roster and have an active IEP.  The funds received by 

the school are then used to pay the student’s tuition, books, and a pro-rated amount for 

ACCESS supports.   

 

Q: How can I help students and/or parents who have an issue with not being able to graduate? 

 

A: Many students (and parents) work very hard to reach high school graduation.  They are 

rightfully very proud of their accomplishment.  Hearing that they won’t have a diploma in-hand 

on graduation day can be hard to take.   

 

 Here are some ideas that might make this easier: 

 

▪ Get them to focus on the long-term career goal.  ACCESS is an opportunity to think 

BEYOND high school graduation.     

 

▪ Focus on why the IEP team felt ACCESS would help the student transition to college and 

how ACCESS can impact his/her success. 

 

▪ High School transcripts can be requested to show credit completions for job applications 

etc.  

 

Q: What happens if a student is not able to be successful in ACCESS?  Can this prevent him/her 

from getting their diploma?  

 

A: Not succeeding in ACCESS cannot prevent a student from graduating from high school unless 

the school had planned on using college credits earned through the program to meet high 

school graduation requirements.  
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 If the IEP team determines that a student should not continue in ACCESS, the IEP can be 

amended to reflect new post-secondary expectations (employment, training, etc.).  After 

establishing new post-secondary expectations, a new individualized program is developed or the 

team decides the student no longer needs special education services to meet his or her needs. In 

either case, the student is then exited from the ACCESS Program. 
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ACCESS:  How Much Will It Cost? 

 
After an IEP team decision to place a student in the ACCESS Program, the student will register as a 4+ 

student at the beginning of the academic year.  By registering as a high school student, that individual 

will be on the high school special education count to continue drawing down weighted federal dollars 

to fund their special education program.  

 

The average cost of the ACCESS program is typically about $2500 - $3000 per student per semester.  

This includes the cost of tuition, books and individualized supports.  This is paid by local school 

districts for those students they have enrolled in ACCESS. 
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IEP Tips for Potential ACCESS Students 

 

PAGE B 

Strengths, interests and preferences of this individual should reflect the student’s strengths, interests 

and preferences with regard to the particular career area and post-secondary education being 

considered, in addition to any other strengths, interests and preferences.  Break them out separately so 

that it is very evident all three were addressed. As always, it should be evident that these are the 

student’s interests and preferences. 

 

Transition Assessment for the post-secondary areas of Learning and Working should describe the 

student’s current academic and vocational strengths, needs, interests, skills, attitudes, self-advocacy, 

self-awareness and critical thinking skills, related to the career area being considered.  This assessment 

data could come from sources such as interest inventories, checklists, student interviews, observation 

of student in job shadows, related high school coursework performance, voluntary or paid work 

experience evaluations. Transition Assessment information documents the appropriateness of an 

ACCESS referral and also justifies the need for ACCESS. 

 

Post-secondary expectations should reflect the ultimate career goal under “Working”.  It should 

specify student’s desired outcomes for post-secondary education under “Learning”.  It is likely that 

independent living would be a post-secondary expectation for the majority of ACCESS students.   

 

Page B - Course of Study 

Graduation Requirements should be discussed and team consensus recorded about what criteria is 

being utilized to determine graduation. Typically, ACCESS students graduate from high school based 

upon the same credit requirements as all other students in their district, PLUS completion, or adequate 

progress on IEP goals related to their transition to community college or employment in their 

vocational area of interest. 

Current status should reflect the student’s status with regard to credits (# already completed), PLUS 

their current performance level in goal areas.  (This could be a re-phrase of the goal baseline or a 

statement that unmet vocational/transition needs exist) 

 

Target Graduation Date must reflect the date being targeted for completion of ACCESS, both month 

and year.  This means the date that the student anticipates exiting from all special education services.  

 

Courses and Activities needed should reflect specifically the type of courses that will be taken at the 

high school and/or community college to prepare for transition to post-secondary education and/or 

employment in the specified career area. It should also reflect other activities in which the student may 

be participating, such as employment activities, study skill development, college campus visit, 

completion of college application, and Compass testing, etc. 
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GOALS 

 
Measurable goal(s) should be written that pertain to at least one of these areas: 

1.   The development of entry-level vocational or applied academic skills needed to be successful for further 

pursuit of post-secondary education and/or employment in the specific career area identified. 

2.   The development of skills in areas such as self-advocacy, disability disclosure, studying strategies, test-

taking, time management, use of assistive technology, self-management of behavior, etc. for the student 

to be successful in post-secondary education and/or employment in the identified career area. 

 

Sample IEP Goals:  

 

In 36 weeks, given instruction and opportunities to practice in the following areas, Student will 

demonstrate college time management and organizational skills to 80% on the customized ACCESS 

Rubric.  

 

In 36 weeks, given weekly instruction in study and test taking skills, Student will utilize appropriate 

study and test-taking strategies, as demonstrated by scoring 20/25 points on the customized ACCESS 

Rubric.  

 

In 2 college semesters, with instruction and rehearsal of self-advocacy skills, Student will seek 

assistance appropriately from college instructors or tutors, utilize Disability Support services, and 

request accommodations independently, as indicated by earning 85% on ACCESS Self-Advocacy 

Rubric.  

 

In 36 weeks, with enrollment in SCC Welding classes and weekly meetings with ACCESS staff, 

Student will demonstrate basic welding skills and independently seek appropriate assistance from 

welding instructors, as indicated by earning 50/55 points on customized ACCESS Rubric.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13 

 

PAGE F 

 
You will check off and describe at least the following: 

● Accommodations 

● Linkages/interagency responsibilities 

● Development of work and other post-high school living objectives 

● Specially designed instruction 

● Assistive Technology (if appropriate) 

 

Accommodations:  Should list accommodations specific to this student in the high school, college, and 

community/work settings anticipated.  Avoid using a generic laundry list of accommodations. 

 

Linkages/interagency responsibilities:  Should include the community college and Iowa Vocational 

Rehabilitation Services (VR).  If a referral to VR has not been made, this should be explored as soon as 

possible.  Other linkages such as Mental Health, Iow@Work, etc. should be included as appropriate. 

 

Development of work example:  Patrick will participate in the ACCESS Program, through Scott Community 

College, in welding, to develop entry level skills in his career interest. (LRE with minutes - Setting is 

considered Community. Minutes are the approximate amount of time student is in class.) 

 

Specially designed instruction example:  Patrick will meet with ACCESS Program Specialist to develop skills 

in self-advocacy and test-taking strategies. (LRE with minutes – Setting is considered Community. Minutes are 

amount of time student is working directly with ACCESS Support, usually 60 minutes a week. ) 

 

Assistive Technology:  If the student is using or learning to use assistive technology during the ACCESS 

Program this should be documented.  Many ACCESS students use screen readers, voice-to-text software, or 

other types of assistive technology. 

 

Providers and Time & Frequency: Will vary per student’s needs for support and specific course schedule.  

ACCESS Program Specialist may be listed as Provider for Specially Designed Instruction.  Community College 

Instructors may be listed (by title, not name) for Development of Work section.  If student continues to receive 

work experience services, the assigned work experience coordinator from the high school could also be listed as 

a provider.  The same would be true if other services or supports were being provided by the high school or 

AEA staff. 

 

Setting:  Select “Community” for those services related to ACCESS. 

 

For more information about ACCESS IEPs, goals and progress monitoring, contact Mississippi Bend 

Area Education Agency Transition Specialists: 
 

Jane Rock, Transition Specialist    Michelle Wehr, Transition Specialist 

Mississippi Bend Area Education Agency   Mississippi Bend Area Education Agency 

(563) 344-6288      (563) 344-6292 

jrock@aea9.k12.ia.us      mwehr@aea9.k12.ia.us 
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ACCESS:  What about High School Registration and Student Enrollment 

Counts?  

 
Students who are planning to participate in ACCESS should register as a high school student with their district for 

the academic year that they are participating. This enables the school district to continue drawing down funds for the 

student.  

 

Year-End Steps for Special Education Participants in “4+ Programs” 
 

 IEP steps:  

● Make sure that the student’s IEP is up to date and reflects the team’s plan for a 4+ program.  Target 

graduation date is typically the following May/June.  Transition Assessment information should reflect 

rationale for the 4+ program. 

● Do not complete Summary for Post-Secondary Living, Learning and Working.  Wait until closer to actual 

exit from special education services. 

● Do not exit the student from the IMS system as a graduate.  Remember, the student is NOT graduating.  He 

or she still has an active IEP and should be enrolled in the high school. 

  

ENROLLMENT steps: 
● Remind student and parent that student must enroll/register at the high school the following August (or 

beginning of new school year). 

● Make sure that all special education students enrolled in 4+ programs are included in the October Certified 

Enrollment Counts (both general education and special education) and Project Easier Count for the district. 

● IEP Teachers must communicate with the district registrar about the specific student(s) enrolled in 4+ 

programs to make sure enrollments and counts are accurate.  

  

GRADUATION AND DIPLOMA steps: 

● Upon completion of the traditional 4th year of high school, the registrar should not mark the student as 

graduating, since he or she will be a returning student in the fall. 

● If the high school does not have a course number for a 4+ program, it may need to create one.  School 

Board approval may be required for this.  

● Make arrangements if the student is going to participate in the graduation ceremony without receiving his or 

her diploma.  Pull out these students’ diplomas, so that they do not accidentally receive one during the 

ceremony. 

● A new diploma should be ordered the following year, so that the graduation date matches the date the 

student actually completes high school and is exited from all special education services. 

● Make decisions in your building, on who is authorized to award the students’ diplomas at the appropriate 

time. 

● Fully explain the implications of the 4+ program to student and family, including graduation and diploma 

issues. 
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ACCESS:  How is Student Progress Monitored in the ACCESS Program?  

 
ACCESS IEP goals should be based on the skills the IEP team feels the student will need as they 

pursue their post-secondary education and career goal. Some common ACCESS goal areas include:  

▪ self-advocacy 

 ▪ time management / organization 

 ▪ study and test taking skills 

 ▪ self-awareness of skills and limits 

 ▪ vocational skill development 

 ▪ use of assistive technology (as a goal condition)  

 

ACCESS staff will evaluate student’s progress on a weekly basis. Progress will be reported back to the 

IEP teacher, who will enter the data into the web IEP program.    

 

Scoring rubrics are typically used to track student progress in the ACCESS program. A comprehensive 

sample rubric is available and is included in the appendix. The IEP team should identify priority areas 

from this sample, and customize a rubric and goal to meet the student’s individual needs; or the IEP 

team may work with ACCESS staff to develop a new rubric more suited to the student.     

 

ACCESS staff will also track student progress in college coursework throughout the semester.  Grades 

will be reported to IEP teachers at mid-term and the end of each semester.  College instructor feedback 

is requested two times per semester on ACCESS students.  This information will be incorporated into 

progress monitoring updates.  Following is the format utilized to gather input from college instructors.  
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ACCESS College Instructor Follow-up 

 
ACCESS Student (please use first name and last initial)  

 
 

Instructor/Course  

 
 

How would you rate this student’s ATTENDANCE in your class?  Excellent 
Good 
Average  
Poor 
 

How would you rate this student’s PARTICIPATION in your class?  Excellent 
Good 
Average  
Poor 
 

How would you rate this student’s COMPLETION OF COURSEWORK in your class? Excellent 
Good 
Average  
Poor 
 

Does the student request accommodations as needed?  

 
 

Do you have any areas of concern with regard to this student’s progress in your course?  

 
 
 
 

What strengths has this student demonstrated in your course?  

 
 
 

Do you have any suggestions for success for this student?  

 
 
 

Are there any additional services/assistance ACCESS could provide to support your teaching 
efforts with this student?  
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ACCESS Exit Checklist 
Before exiting from ACCESS, students should complete (on their own OR with ACCESS support) the 

following items to prepare for continued college education and/or career placement: 

 

College Advising/Registration Preparation 

_ Meet with Disability Resources Coordinator and set up advising appointment if necessary 

_ Log in to Campus Cruiser and locate grades, transcripts, course schedule, and class info. 

_ Use Campus Cruiser e-mail 

_ Utilize Student Services for transcripts, schedule print outs, etc. 

_ Locate textbooks for class in the bookstore 

 

Requesting Accommodations in College Setting 

_ Use accommodations request form to communicate requested accommodations with instructor 

_ Set up a test in the Testing Center 

_ Understand how to use Kurzweil and Dragon Naturally Speaking (if applicable) 

_ Understand how to use other assistive technology: _______________________ 

 

Financial Aid Preparation 

_ Fill out FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) 

_ Know the difference between grants, work study, and loans 

_ Meet with a Financial Aid specialist if necessary 

 

Career Preparation 

_ Meet with Job Placement Services 

_ Make contact with Voc Rehab 

_ Make contact with Iow@ Work 

_ Meet with other appropriate agencies: __________________ 

_ Create resume and cover letter 

_ Practice interview skills 

_ Search for open positions in career field 

 

 

 

 

 

All ACCESS students will complete an exit evaluation. 
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ACCESS Application Process 

  
 With IEP team support, student identifies potential community college programs for 

consideration, based upon success in related high school coursework and documented post-

secondary expectations consistent with available assessment information.  

 

 Student investigates college program, preferably by visiting the campus, meeting with a college 

instructor, and/or meeting with ACCESS staff (could occur junior year). 

 

 Student takes the COMPASS or ACT test if required for the selected program course of study.  

COMPASS is offered at most high schools.  Check with High School Guidance office.  To take 

COMPASS at Clinton C.C., call (563) 244-7004, at Muscatine C.C., call (563) 288-6056, at 

Scott C.C, call (563) 441-4088 (this could occur junior year).  

 

 The local school district IEP team refers the student to ACCESS, providing ACCESS 

application form (October 1 deadline for students enrolling in January; February 1 deadline for 

students enrolling in August). 

 

 The student applies for admission to Eastern Iowa Community Colleges.  Online application: 

www.eicc.edu 

 

 The student’s local high school district conducts an IEP meeting to identify ACCESS/IEP goals, 

select college courses, and verify IEP team and administrator support for enrollment in the 

ACCESS program.  ACCESS staff attends IEP.  ACCESS phone number: (563) 441-4355. 

  
  
  
Revised February 2012 

http://www.eicc.edu/
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http://www.eicc.edu/
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http://www.eicc.edu/
http://www.eicc.edu/
http://www.eicc.edu/
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            Area 9 Schools          

 

ACCESS Program Application 
This application is an important step for enrolling in the ACCESS program.  Please complete and submit to 

Catherine Petersen, Eastern Iowa Community Colleges, 500 Belmont Road, Bettendorf IA 52722.  Application 

deadlines: 

 

For students wishing to begin in January  – complete application by previous October 1 

For students wishing to begin in August  – complete application by previous February 1 

 

Student’s name: _____________________________________________________________________________  

 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Home phone: ________________________  Cell phone: _____________________________________ 

 

High School: ___________________________ IEP Teacher: ____________________________________ 

 

Date high school credits will be completed (check with your guidance counselor): _________________________ 

 

College program you are interested in: ___________________________________________________________ 
To check out programs available at Clinton, Muscatine, and Scott Community Colleges, go to www.eicc.edu, and click on Academic 

Programs in the Quick Links box.   

 

Why do you wish to complete this program?  Please list any related classes you have taken, work experience, job 

shadows completed, or career research you have done.  Why do you feel that this is a good career choice for you?  If 

you need additional space, please use the back of this form.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Student’s Signature     Date 

 

  

Parent’s Signature (if student is not yet 18)  Date 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 1 of 2 

 

http://www.eicc.edu/
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Student’s Name: ___________________________ Date: ____________________ 

 

[To be completed by IEP teacher] 

The above student has expressed an interest in the ACCESS program.  ACCESS is designed to help students with 

IEPs transition to programs at Eastern Iowa Community College.  Students entering ACCESS must have unmet 

vocational needs, have a definite career direction, and they must be capable of completing college-level coursework 

with additional support.  Please indicate whether or not you (and members of the IEP team) find that ACCESS 

would be a good option for this student by marking all of the following that apply:  

 

 This student has a definite career direction that he/she has investigated.  

 

 This student has completed any related courses available through the high  

 school and/or local school district. 

  

 This student is capable of doing college-level coursework with the support of the ACCESS program.  

 

This student initially needs a higher level of support than typically provided at the community college.  

 

The IEP team, including district designee to commit resources, agrees that ACCESS is an appropriate 

consideration for this student.   

 

Comments: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

________________________________________  ______________________________ 

IEP Teacher’s Signature     Date 

 

________________________________________  ______________________________ 

District Designee’s Signature     Date 

 

Please submit completed form to Catherine Petersen, Eastern Iowa Community Colleges, 500 Belmont Road, 

Bettendorf IA 52722.  Call (563)441.4355 to schedule an IEP meeting to further discuss this student’s participation 

in ACCESS and develop IEP goals.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 2 of 2 
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Appendix 
 
ACCESS Information Sheet (FAQs) for Parents 

 

ACCESS Information Sheet (FAQs) for Students 

 

ACCESS Information Sheet (FAQs) for Teachers and Administrators 

 

College Readiness Survey for Students 

 

College Readiness- Activity Guide 

 

Sample ACCESS Rubric for Goal Development & Progress Monitoring: 

 Self-Advocacy 

 Time Management and Organization 

 Study and Test-taking Skills 

 Self-Awareness of Skills and Limits 

 

EICC College Prep/Developmental Classes related to COMPASS Scores 

 

Iowa Department of Education: Decisions for High School Preparation and Exit to Postsecondary 

Learning 



22 

 

ACCESS Program 

Parent Information 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
Mississippi Bend Area Education Agency                              Local School Districts                                                   Eastern Iowa Community Colleges  

 

What is ACCESS?  ACCESS is a program for high school age special education students that is designed to 

help students obtain vocational and employability skills on one of the Eastern Iowa Community College’s campuses.  

ACCESS provides local districts with an additional option to meet the vocational and transition needs of students 

with disabilities.   

 

Who is Eligible to Participate in ACCESS?  Only students enrolled in high school and receiving special 

education services are eligible.  Most ACCESS students have already completed high school graduation 

requirements prior to enrolling in ACCESS.  Many school districts allow students to walk with their graduating 

class, and then receive the official high school diploma when they exit ACCESS.  These decisions are case-by-case 

within each district.  Your son/daughter must identify an appropriate career goal.  In order to identify a career goal, 

they should have completed career exploration activities, as well as any high school vocational courses related to 

his/her career interest. Your son/daughter must be able to perform the essential skills of the selected college 

coursework with reasonable accommodations.   

 

What are the Benefits of Participating in ACCESS?  College is very different than high school, 

especially for students who have received special education services.  Students who were accustomed to having 

supports and services in place will be faced with the responsibility of self-advocating in order to receive 

accommodations.  In addition, the type of accommodations that they receive in college may be different than what 

they received in high school.  The greatest change comes in leaving the high school environment, and adjusting to 

the independence of college life.   ACCESS students receive a higher level of individualized support than typically 

provided in a community college setting.  While students are enrolled in ACCESS, they receive one-on-one 

assistance with coursework, and assistance in developing skills for success in college or employment (time 

management, study skills, self-advocacy skills).  The ACCESS Specialist meets with each student on a regular basis 

to set goals and review progress.  As students prepare to exit the ACCESS program, they will be transitioned to 

support services offered at the college or agencies providing employment supports in the community.  

 

How Long Can A Student Participate in ACCESS?  The IEP team determines the length of time a 

student needs to participate in ACCESS based upon the student’s IEP goals and individualized graduation 

requirements.  Typically students participate in ACCESS for one or two semesters.   

 

Who Pays for ACCESS?  Participation in ACCESS is paid for by the student’s school district.  This includes 

tuition, books and individualized ACCESS supports.  Upon exiting the ACCESS program, the student and/or 

parent(s) will assume responsibility for educational costs.   

 

How Can I Learn More about ACCESS?  ACCESS participation is an IEP team decision.  If you feel that 

ACCESS is an appropriate placement for your son/daughter, ask his/her teacher to invite an ACCESS representative 

to attend an IEP or planning meeting.  Plan early…sophomore or junior year is not too soon to begin the planning 

process for ACCESS.  

 

 

For more information, contact one of the Transition Specialists at Mississippi Bend Area 

Education Agency: Michelle Wehr (563.344.6292) mwehr@aea9.k12.ia.us  

or Jane Rock (563.344.6288) jrock@aea9.k12.ia.us. 

        

 

mailto:mwehr@aea9.k12.ia.us
mailto:jrock@aea9.k12.ia.us
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ACCESS Program 

Student Information 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Mississippi Bend Area Education Agency            Local School Districts                                Eastern Iowa Community Colleges  

 

What is ACCESS?   
ACCESS is a program for high school age special education students that is designed to help students obtain vocational and 

employability skills on one of the Eastern Iowa Community College’s campuses.     
 

Am I eligible to participate in ACCESS?  
ACCESS is for students who have an IEP and receive special education services in high school. 

ACCESS students continue to enroll at their high school while in the program.  

Many high schools will allow ACCESS students to walk in graduation ceremonies, and receive their official high school 

diploma after exiting ACCESS.    

ACCESS students have a career goal that they have researched.   

ACCESS students plan for college by learning about their disability and the tools they can use to be successful.   

In ACCESS, as in college, there are no special education classes.  There are supports, services and accommodations only. 

 

What are the benefits of participating in ACCESS? College is very different than high school. Students who were 

accustomed to having supports and services in place will be faced with the responsibility of self-advocating in order to receive 

accommodations.  In addition, the type of accommodations that you will receive in college may be different than what you 

received in high school.  The greatest change comes in leaving the high school environment, and adjusting to the independence 

of college life.   ACCESS is designed to help you gain the skills that you will need to succeed in college or to become employed 

in a meaningful career.   ACCESS students receive a higher level of individualized support than typically provided in a 

community college setting.  This includes one-on-one assistance with coursework, time management, study skills training, self-

advocacy skills practice, regular meetings to set goals and review progress, referral to other agencies that can assist with 

financial and support services, and transition to college supports or employment when the IEP team feels that you are ready.    

 

How long will I participate in ACCESS?  The IEP team determines the length of time a student needs to participate in 

ACCESS, based upon the student’s IEP goals and individualized graduation requirements.  Typically students enroll in 

ACCESS for one or two semesters.   
 

Who pays for ACCESS? Participation in ACCESS, tuition, and books are paid for you by your school district.   
 

How can I learn more about ACCESS? Talk to your parents and teachers about ACCESS.  Ask to have an ACCESS 

representative attend your next IEP to explain more about the program.  For more information, contact one of the Transition 

Specialists at Mississippi Bend Area Education Agency: Michelle Wehr, 563.344.6292 or 1.800.947.2329 or e-mail 

mwehr@aea9.k12.ia.us  

Jane Rock, 563.344.6288 or 1.800.947.2329 or email jrock@aea9.k12.ia.us 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mwehr@aea9.k12.ia.us
mailto:jrock@aea9.k12.ia.us
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ACCESS Program 
Teacher/Administrator Information 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
Mississippi Bend Area Education Agency                              Local School Districts                                                   Eastern Iowa Community Colleges  

 

 

What is ACCESS? 

 
ACCESS is a program for high school age special education students that is designed to help students obtain vocational and 

employability skills on one of the Eastern Iowa Community College’s campuses.  ACCESS provides local districts with an 
additional option to meet the vocational needs of students with disabilities.   

 

Who is Eligible to Participate in ACCESS?  

 
Only students enrolled in high school and receiving special education services are eligible.  In addition, students need to 

identify an appropriate career goal.  In order to identify a career goal, they should have completed career exploration 

activities, as well as any high school vocational courses related to his/her career interest.  Students who enroll in ACCESS must 

be able to perform the essential skills of the selected college coursework with reasonable accommodations.  ACCESS students 

MUST remain enrolled at the high school while they are in the program.  This enables the school district to continue 

receiving funding, which off-sets the cost of the program.  Most high schools allow ACCESS students to walk with their 
graduation class, but they do not give them their diploma until they exit ACCESS.  

 

What are the Benefits of Participating in ACCESS?  

 
ACCESS students receive a higher level of individualized support than typically provided in a community college setting.  

While students are enrolled in ACCESS, they receive one-on-one assistance with coursework, and assistance in developing 

skills for success in college (time management, study skills, self-advocacy skills).  The ACCESS Specialist meets with each 
student on a regular basis to set goals and review progress.  As students prepare to exit the ACCESS program, they will be 

transitioned to support services offered at the college.  Throughout the enrollment in ACCESS, each student’s progress on 

goals will be monitored in order to assist the school district in documenting progress in the IEP.   

 

What is the Referral Process?  

 
1. The IEP team explores multiple options for vocational and employability skill development.  If the IEP team 

determines that the needs of a student cannot be met in the local high school, and an appropriate program is 

available at EICC, then a referral to ACCESS may be considered.  Referrals should be made at least one semester 

before the student will be enrolling in ACCESS.  
2. Students usually complete the COMPASS assessment, which is utilized in determining readiness for college level 

coursework. 
3. The IEP team invites an ACCESS representative or AEA Transition Specialist to attend a planning meeting, at 

which time the team discusses options at the college.  To invite ACCESS to a meeting, contact Catherine Petersen, 

563.441.4355 or e-mail cpetersen@eicc.edu or contact MBAEA Transition Specialists (below). 
4. If the IEP team determines that ACCESS is the best route, the IEP should be amended to reflect that decision.   

5. ACCESS Program staff will then coordinate the college application process, campus visits, college course 
selection, and provide the support services indicated in the student’s IEP. 

 

Who Pays for ACCESS?  

 
Participation in ACCESS is paid for by the student’s school district.  The average cost of the program for Fall Semester 2011 
was less than $3,000 per student.  This cost will vary per semester and per student, and includes the student’s tuition, books, 

and the individualized services and supports provided through the program.   

 

For more information, contact one of the Transition Specialists at Mississippi Bend Area Education Agency:  Michelle 

Wehr, 563.344.6292, mwehr@aea9.k12.ia.us or Jane Rock, 563.344.6288, jrock@aea9.k12.ia.us 

mailto:cpetersen@eicc.edu
mailto:mwehr@aea9.k12.ia.us
mailto:jrock@aea9.k12.ia.us
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College Readiness Survey 

Name: _______________________________________________  Date Completed: ________________________________ 
For additional information, contact Catherine Petersen, ACCESS Program, Eastern Iowa Community Colleges, (563)441-4355, cpetersen@eicc.edu 

The purpose of this survey is to identify areas of need for high school students with disabilities planning to attend college.  The scoring grid will provide 

a score for each section to help students identify specific areas of need.  The Activity Guide provides suggested activities to help the students attain 

proficiency in each specific areas of need.  

Self-Advocacy A lot like me 

3 

Somewhat 

like me 

2 

A little like 

me 

1 

Not like me 

 

0 

1.  I know what my disability is and how it affects my learning.     
2.  I know about assistive technology that can help me be successful.      

3.  I am not afraid to ask for help if I need it.      
4.  I am aware of the services available for students with disabilities at the college level.     
5.  I frequently ask questions in class.       

6.  I often talk with my teachers about my learning needs.      
7.  I do not hesitate to seek help when I need it.       
8. I actively participate in my IEP meetings.     

9.  I am aware of the accommodations outlined in my IEP.       
10. I know where to go for help in college.       

 

Transition to College A lot like me 

3 

Somewhat 

like me 

2 

A little like 

me 

1 

Not like me 

 

0 

1.  I have visited several colleges, and I can describe the qualities I am looking for in a college.     
2.  I have looked at college textbooks, and understand the amount and difficulty of reading 

required.  
    

3.  I am currently enrolled in several general education classes.      
4.  I complete 2-3 hours of homework almost every night.     
5. I rarely miss a day of school.      

6. I know the difference between accommodations and modifications.     

7. I feel like I have a good understanding of what is required in college classes.     

8. I know how to apply for admission to college.       
9. I know about the admissions tests required for college applicants.      
10. I know how to apply for financial aid and student loans; I know the difference between a 

grant and a loan.   
    

 

mailto:cpetersen@eicc.edu
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Career Focus A lot like me 

3 

Somewhat 

like me 

2 

A little like 

me 

1 

Not like me 

 

0 
1. I know what I want to study in college.       

2. I have completed interest inventories and discussed results with a teacher or counselor.     

3. I have completed job shadows.      
4. I have taken high school courses related to my career interest area.       
5. I understand the job tasks for the career I have chosen.      

6. I have thought about how my disability might affect my ability to be successful in my 
chosen field. 

    

7. I know what the job outlook is in my field of interest.       
8. I know how much I can expect to earn in my field of interest.       
9. I can name 5 potential employers in my field of interest.       

10. I have a back-up plan in place in case the field I am considering doesn’t work out.       

 

Use of Supports at Home, College, and in the Community A lot like me 

3 

Somewhat 

like me 

2 

A little like 

me 

1 

Not like me 

 

0 
1. My family supports my decision to go to college.      

2. Someone in my immediate family has attended college.     
3. I have worked with a community agency (Vocational Rehabilitation, Iow@ Work, 

Department of Human Services, etc.). 
    

4. I have spoken with the disabilities/accommodations staff at the college I would like to 
attend.   

    

5. I have a friend or family member who has knowledge/experience in my field and can help 
me when needed.   

    

6. I have made contact with someone at the college who can help me find out important 
information.   

    

7. I have a good transition plan in my IEP.       
8. I can list 3 good places to study without interruption.      

9. I have access to a computer and internet at home or another convenient place.      
10. I can drive to college or have a plan in place for a dependable ride or bus transportation.       
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College Readiness Survey - ACTIVITY GUIDE 

Area 

Score (circle your score 

from the survey in each 

area) 

Circle Areas of Need (“a 

little like me” or “not 

like me” categories) 

Suggested Activities 

Self-

Advocacy 

25-30 Well prepared 

   

15-24 Mostly prepared 

 

10-14 Somewhat 

prepared 

 

0-9 Unprepared 

 

 

 

1 Know how disability 

affects learning 

 

2 Know about assistive 

tech  
 

3 Ask for help  
 
 

4 Aware of college 

services for students 

with disabilities 

 

5 Ask questions in class 

 

 

6 Talk with teachers 

about learning needs 

 

 

7 Seek help when 

needed 

 

8 Participate in IEP 

meetings 

 

9 Aware of 

accommodations in 

IEP 

10 Know where to go for 

help in college 

 

Talk to high school teachers, parents, and others who know your strengths and 

challenges.   

 

Ask about the technology available at your high school.  Ask for training.  Use 

the technology so that you become comfortable with it.   

 

Practice asking for help when you need it.  Set a goal for the number of times 

you will ask for help.   

 

Visit the college or have a guest speaker from the college talk about services 

for students with disabilities.  

 

 

Write down questions you want to ask in class.  Try to ask one question every 

other day.   

 

Discuss your personal learning needs with your teachers outside of class.  Find 

out what works and what doesn’t work.  Make a list so that you can share this 

information with other teachers in high school and college.   

 

Practice asking for help quickly.  In college, things move very fast, and 

waiting to get the help you need will affect your grades.   

 

You are a member of your IEP team—the most important member.  Help your 

teacher plan the meeting, think about what needs to be discussed, and make 

sure that the IEP reflects your hopes, concerns, and plans.   

 

Your IEP outlines your accommodations.  Be familiar with what it says, know 

what accommodations you need, and when you need to use them.   

 

Take a tour of the college with your class or schedule a college day.  Visit the 

Success Center and Accommodations Office.  
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Area 

Score (circle your score 

from the survey in each 

area) 

Circle Areas of Need (“a 

little like me” or “not 

like me” categories) 

Suggested Activities 

Transition to 

College 

25-30 Well prepared 

 

15-24 Mostly prepared 

 

10-14 Somewhat 

prepared 

 

0-9 Unprepared 

 

 

 

1 College visits 

 

2 College textbooks 
 

 

3 Taking general 

education classes 

 

4 2-3 hours of 

homework each night 

 

 

5 Good attendance 

 

 

6 Know the difference 

between 

accommodations and 

modifications 

 

7 Know what is required 

in college classes 

 

8 Know how to apply to 

college 

 

9 Know about 

admissions tests 

 

10 Know about financial 

aid 

Go check out several colleges.  It’s always good to be able to compare.     

 

When you visit the college, go to the bookstore and look at the textbooks.  

How are the similar to your high school texts?  How are they different?  Do 

you feel like your reading skills are at college level or do you need to work on 

them?  

 

If you plan to go to college, you should be taking as many general education 

classes as possible. 

 

Successful college students do 2-3 hours of homework for every hour they are 

in class.  Practice this now so that you can be better prepared for college level 

work.  

 

In college, attendance is very important.  Get in the habit of being at school 

every day.  

 

Go over the ways you currently complete coursework, and discuss differences 

between accommodations and modifications.  In college, there are no 

modifications of coursework.  Everyone is expected to do the same work, and 

turn it in on time.   

 

Talk to other college students about what college is like.  Ask questions about 

their classes, homework, support, and tips for success.   

 

Check with your guidance counselor or contact the college to request an 

application.  You may be able to apply on the college’s web-site.  

 

Contact the college or check the web-site to find out what testing you need to 

complete before enrolling.   

 

Talk to your guidance counselor or visit the college financial aid office to 

learn about the FAFSA.   
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Area 

Score (circle your score 

from the survey in each 

area) 

Circle Areas of Need (“a 

little like me” or “not 

like me” categories) 

Suggested Activities 

Career Focus 25-30 Well prepared 

   

15-24 Mostly prepared 

 

10-14 Somewhat 

prepared 

 

0-9 Unprepared 

 

 

 

1 Know focus of college 

studies 

 

2 Took interest 

inventories 

 

3 Completed job 

shadows 

 

4 Took related courses 

 

 

5 Effects of disability on 

career  

 

 

6 Know job tasks for 

career  

 

 

 

7 Know job outlook 

 

 

 

8 Know earnings  

 

 

 

9 Identify potential 

employers 

 

 

10 Back-up plan in place 

Learn about the programs available in college.  Gather information about 

program of interest and become familiar with what is required. 

 

Talk to your guidance counselor or go to www.ihaveaplaniowa.gov and take 

the inventories to identify some careers that you might enjoy.   

 

Do at least two job shadows in different career areas so you can compare the 

jobs.   

 

Talk to you teacher or guidance counselor about classes your high school may 

offer related to your career interests.   

 

As you learn about careers, think about how your disability might affect your 

work, and what you or your employer could do to accommodate your needs in 

the workplace.   

 

Investigate your career interests, and learn about the things you would do in 

that job.  Use the internet, library, job shadow information, and other sources 

to find out as much as you can.  Check out http://www.acinet.org for great 

information on careers.   

 

Go to iwin.iwd.state.ia.us for labor market information.  You will want to 
know how many people are employed in the career you are interested in, 
and how much growth is expected in that field in the future.   
  
It’s important to select a career area that will be in demand.  Once again, 

http://www.acinet.org is a great source of information on the salary 

expectations for specific careers.   

 

Think about where you would work in your local community.  Use the phone 

book, internet, and talk to adults who might be familiar with companies that 

would employ individuals in the field you are interested in.   

 

Sometimes the best plans don’t work out, and it’s important to have a back-up 

plan in place.  If your career goal doesn’t work out, what other options do you 

have? 

 

http://www.ihaveaplaniowa.gov/
http://www.acinet.org/
http://www.acinet.org/
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Area 

Score (circle your score 

from the survey in each 

area) 

Circle Areas of Need (“a 

little like me” or “not 

like me” categories) 

Suggested Activities 

Use of 

Supports at 

Home, 

College, and 

in the 

Community 

25-30 Well prepared 

   

15-24 Mostly prepared 

 

10-14 Somewhat 

prepared 

 

0-9 Unprepared 

 

 

 

1 Family support 

 

2 Family experience 

with college 
 

 

3 Work with agency 

 

 

 

 

4 Met with disability 

staff 

 

 

 

5 Friend/family who can 

help 

 

 

6 Contact at college  

 

 

7 Transition plan in IEP 

 

 

8 Three good places to 

study 

 

9 Access to computer 

and internet 

 

 

10 Ability to get to 

college 

Write a list of individuals who support you and your goals.   

 

If you are a first-generation college student (mom and dad didn’t go to 

college), you and your parents are probably going to need some direction.  

Identify someone who can help answer your questions.  This might be a staff 

member at the college, a friend, family member, etc.   

 

There are a number of agencies that can provide support and sometimes 

financial assistance for students with disabilities who attend college.  Talk 

about this with your IEP team, and ask to have those agencies involved in your 

planning process. 

 

Visit the college and meet with the disability provider(s).  Remember, in 

college you are responsible for self-identifying.  The sooner you do this, and 

get your documentation on file, the easier your transition will be.   

 

Do you know anyone who is working in your field of interest?  Try to find at 

least one person that you can talk to and find out information from while you 

are preparing for your career.   

 

Get to know someone at the college who can answer your questions or help 

you find out where to go for information.   

 

Your IEP transition plan is YOUR plan.  Take part in putting it together and in 

making sure that all of the pieces are in place for your success.  

 

Visit the college and find three places to study where you will not be 

disturbed.   

 

 

You will need to have access to a computer and internet in college.  There are 

several places on campus if you do not have a computer at home.  Make 

yourself familiar with the places you can go.   

 

Make a transportation plan.  How will you get to college—drive yourself, get 

a ride from someone else, ride the bus?  You should also have a back-up plan 

in place.   
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Now that you have identified your areas of need, list suggested activities or other activities that will help you gain the 

skills/knowledge you will need to be prepared for college.   

□ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

□ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

□ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

□ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

□ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

□ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

□ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

□ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

□ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

□ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

□ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

□ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

□ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

p.arends 3/30/2010 
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SAMPLE ACCESS RUBRIC for GOAL DEVELOPMENT & PROGRESS MONITORING 

Date:       
Student Name:       
High School and IEP Teacher:       
Goal Statement:        

    Self-Advocacy   Value Comments 
1. States where to access supports, services on college campus. 

   2. Determines and describes needed/appropriate accommodations.      

   3. Requests accommodations from instructor(s) as needed/appropriate. 

   4. Seeks help from instructor(s) or support staff when needed. 

   5. Utilizes appropriate Assistive Technology at appropriate times. 

   6. Participates with community agencies and describes benefits provided. 

   
    Time Management and Organization   Value Comments 

1. Uses daily planner or chart. 

   2. Prepares adequately for meeting(s) with instructors or support staff. 

   3. Utilizes syllabus and identifies upcoming assignments/assessments and projects. 

   4. Sets and adheres to self-imposed and instructor given deadlines. 

   5. Plans ahead of deadlines for assignments, projects, and studying for tests by completing 
smaller, more manageable tasks. 

   6. Manages transportation and personal schedule to attend all classes and have sufficient 
on-campus study time. 

   
    Study and Test-Taking Skills    Value Comments 
1. Takes adequate notes and records class content. 

   2. Connects classroom activities and assignments with learning objectives for the course. 

   3. Applies course-appropriate study/test preparation skills 

   4. Identifies areas of strength and/or needed improvement in course work.  

   5. Practices and adjusts recommended strategies to improve study skills and test-taking. 

   
    Self-Awareness of Skills and Limits    Value Comments 
1. Participates appropriately according to class requirements and own needs. 

   2. Accurately and independently assesses and describes his or her skills and limits related to 
career interest. 

   3. Identifies potential solutions/consequences and makes appropriate career/educational 
decisions. 

   4. Takes personal responsibility (no excuses!) for coursework, activities, and career-related 
inquiry. 

   5. Student completes necessary academic adjustment activities to overcome limits. 

     Total   /110 

    Scale:       
5 - Student demonstrates this skill consistently and independently.       
4 - Student demonstrates this skill consistently, but requires occasional prompting or 
reminding.       
3 - Student demonstrates this skill frequently, but requires additional instruction, prompting 
or reminding.       
2 - Student demonstrates this skill occasionally, and requires frequent instruction, 
prompting or reminding.        
1 - Student is making progress on this skill and requires instruction, prompting or reminding.       
0 - Student is not making progress and/or has not had the opportunity to demonstrate this 
skill.       
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EICC College Prep/Developmental Classes Related to COMPASS Scores 

Reading/Writing Courses 
College level            Composition I (or Technical Writing)– 3 Credits toward degree 
 ***Required for all transfer majors and most Career and Technical Associate Degrees.  

Required for some certificate/diploma programs*** 
Compass scores: Writing 55+ ; Reading 80 + OR completion of Basic Writing and Intro to College 

Reading with C grade or higher. 

Prep –second level 
Basic Writing – 3 Credits for GPA 
Compass Writing scores: 26-54 OR  

completion of Language Skills with C grade + 
 

Prep-second level 
Intro to College Reading – 3 credits for GPA 

Compass Reading scores: 70-79 OR 
completion of Keys to Reading with C grade + 

Prep- base level 
Language Skills – 3 Credits for GPA 

Compass Writing scores: 1-25 

Prep-base level 
Keys to Reading – 3 Credits for GPA 

Compass Reading scores: 1-69 

 

Composition I (ENG 105) – College-level course dedicated to written essay writing and research. 
Basic Writing (ENG 013) – Prep course teaches paragraph development and essay structure. 
Language Skills (ENG 04) – Prep course examines sentence structure and vocabulary. 
Intro to College Reading (RDG 033) – Prep course emphasizes improving comprehension, speed and vocabulary. 
Keys to Reading (RDG 045) – Prep course designed for intensive reading and study skills. 
 
Basic Math (041) – Prep course reviews arithmetic skills.  
Elementary Algebra I (MAT 063) – Prep course serves as an introduction to algebraic concepts. 
Elementary Algebra II (MAT 073) – Prep course for students with a background in Elementary Algebra. 
Math for Liberal Arts (MAT 110) – College-level course covers a broad spectrum of topics designed to help the student   survey and 
develop mathematical skills for liberal arts education.

Math Courses 
College level                

Math for Liberal Arts , College Algebra, Fundamentals of Statistics 
(or other 100+ level math course) -3 Credits toward degree 

*Required for transfer to 4-year university/most Associate Degree programs. 
***Some Career and Technical Associate Degree have specialized 100-level math electives OR require 

placement into 100-level math. 
Prerequisites: Elementary Algebra II OR two years of High School Algebra  

and minimum Compass Algebra score 50+ 
 

Prep – third level                Elementary Algebra II – 4 credits for GPA 
Compass Algebra scores: 1-21 OR completion of Elementary Algebra I with C grade + 

 
Prep – second level        Elementary Algebra I – 4 credits for GPA;  

Applied Math Topics for Technicians – 3 credits 
Compass Pre-Algebra Scores: 47+  OR completion of Basic Math, Fundamental Skills with C grade + 

 
Prep – base level 

Basic Math, Fundamental Skills for Technicians, Math for Nurses – 3 credits toward GPA 
*Required for most certificate programs 

Compass Pre-Algebra scores: 1-46 



34 

 



35 

 



36 

 



37 

 



38 

 

 


