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The American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) Committee on Veterinary Technician Education and Activities (CVTEA) is pleased to announce that at its April 15 – 17, 2011 meeting, the CVTEA granted provisional accreditation to Muscatine Community College Veterinary Technology Program.
	
	Provisional accreditation is granted to new programs in veterinary technology that have made significant progress towards meeting the AVMA CVTEA Standards of Accreditation. Programs may remain on provisional accreditation until achieving full accreditation, or for a period not to exceed five years. A classification of Provisional Accreditation is considered to be an accreditation level with the rights and privileges of Full Accreditation.
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Muscatine Community College
Veterinary Technology Program

Thank you for your interest in the Veterinary Technology Program at Muscatine Community College.  You have just taken your first steps towards an exciting career!  


Just the Facts		Program Director			Program Veterinarian
Program Start Term:		Christine Klingaman, C.V.T		Dan Drahos, D.V.M.		
Fall only			Ph: 563-263-2645 (office)		Ph: 563-263-2645 (office)
Program Length:		       309-373-5246 (cell)			       563-299-6009 (cell)
4 semesters, 1 summer		       cklingaman@eicc.edu (email)	       ddrahos@eicc.edu (email)
Award:	
A.A.S.						
[image: ]Accreditation:
American Veterinary Medical
Association (AVMA) & Committee
On Veterinary Technician Education
And Activities (CVTEA) 
*Provisional Status*
Average Class Size: 
12
Program Capacity: 
24
Part-Time or Full-Time:
Both
Program Courses Offered:
Day
Program Locations:
Muscatine Community College
Ag Learning Center
 

About the Program
There are constantly new technologies in anesthesia, laboratory equipment, diagnostic testing, and medical treatment being created everyday to vastly improve animal care.  To prepare for these responsibilities, the Veterinary Technology Program at MCC is designed to meet the Associate of Applied Science Degree requirements for individuals who wish to enter the job market with the skills to perform a variety of functions.  Courses are taught by an experienced veterinary technician and veterinarian who are both keenly aware of the expectations of future employees.
Veterinary Technicians provide professional technical support to veterinarians, biomedical researchers, and other scientists. As a veterinary technician, you will care for hospitalized animal patients; assist the doctor in surgery; perform physical exams, lab work and technical procedures (blood draws, IV catheter placement); take health histories and X-rays; give and monitor anesthesia; provide client education; and perform reception duties. There will be opportunities to work with a variety of animals including dogs, cats, horses, cows, pigs, sheep, birds, rats, mice and rabbits. 
Most veterinary technician graduates find work in small, mixed, or large animal practices. Other opportunities exist in humane societies, zoos, specialty veterinary practices, emergency practice, biological research labs, animal control agencies, veterinary teaching hospitals, state and federal agencies, and military service.
An Associate of Applied Science degree (A.A.S.) will be awarded to those students who successfully complete the Veterinary Technology curriculum which is included in this packet. Upon graduation of the program, students are eligible to take the Veterinary Technician National Exam (VTNE) and the Iowa Veterinary Technician State Examination (VTSE) to become a Registered Veterinary Technician (R.V.T.). The employment opportunities for veterinary technicians are expected to increase by 41% through the year 2016. 

Muscatine Community College
Veterinary Technology Program
Curriculum Outline

FIRST SEMESTER:						   CREDITS
BIO - 114			General Biology I				4
CHM -122			Introduction to General Chemistry		4
MAT -104			Applied Math Topics  				3**only offered at MCC
AGV - 119			Veterinary Medical Terminology			3
AGV - 130			Clinical Technology I				3	
									            17
SECOND SEMESTER:  
SPC - 170			Professional Communication			3
ENG - 105			Composition I 					3
AGV - 118     			Animal Anatomy & Physiology I 			4
AGV - 133	 		Clinical Pathology I				3
AGV - 131	 		Clinical Technology II    				3
								                         16
THIRD SEMESTER:  (Summer Session)
HUM - 110			Changes & Choices   	    			3
BUS – 161			Human Relations				3
AGV - 184 			Lab Animal Medicine				2
AGV - 182			Diagnostic Imaging 				3
AGV - 953			Veterinary Work Experience			1
									            12
					              			
FOURTH SEMESTER: 
AGV - 140	 		Veterinary Pharmacology			3
AGV - 134			Clinical Pathology II				3
AGV - 127	 		Animal Anatomy & Physiology II			4
AGV - 132			Clinical Technology III				3
									            13
FIFTH SEMESTER:  
AGV - 159			Surgical Nursing (First 8 weeks)			3
AGV - 170	 		Veterinary Anesthesiology (First 8 weeks)	3
AGV - 146			Large Animal Nursing (First 8 weeks)		3
AGV - 932			Vet Tech Internship (Second 8 weeks)		4
					            			          	            13
		
Total Credits = 71  
**Students must successfully complete the curriculum with a “C” or higher each semester in order to enroll in subsequent semesters.            
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Muscatine Community College
Veterinary Technology Program 
Course Descriptions

Semester 1:
Veterinary Medical Terminology provides the student with the skills needed to be able to write, pronounce, spell, define, and properly use medical terms used in the veterinary profession.  The student will be able to apply and demonstrate their knowledge of the terminology in everyday conversations with fellow students, instructors, and veterinary professionals.

Clinical Technology I highlights communication within the veterinary medical team as well as an introduction to veterinary technology as a career.  Emphasizes common names for species, breed identification, general animal care, restraint, and will also cover the basic principles of a proper physical exams.  Nutrition, diagnostic techniques, and wound management are also discussed.


Semester 2:
Animal Anatomy & Physiology I introduces students to the basic concepts of an animal’s form, structure, and function. These concepts are then used to study the gross anatomy, microscopic anatomy, and physiology of the animal body.  The lab section of the class will give the student an in depth look at the gross anatomy of tissue types and organ systems to help them understand how the body works as a machine.

Clinical Pathology I the students have the opportunity to learn the techniques used to identify the various forms of microorganisms and the drugs to which they are sensitive, and the various animal internal and external parasites, their life cycles and methods of detection.  Students will learn history, terminology, equipment, structure, and classification of the various veterinary organisms.  It will acquaint the student with the microscope, laboratory facility, and various preparation techniques available.

Clinical Technology II is designed to acquaint the students with common business procedures that the veterinary technician may be responsible for, as well as fundamental record keeping procedures, and computer utilization.  There will be a presentation on veterinary careers, including a discussion on job placement, and interviewing. Veterinary ethics will also be discussed.   


Semester 3: (Summer)
Lab Animal Medicine is a course designed to give the student a broad overview of Laboratory Animal Medicine and technology.  It will show the student how to utilize and manage various species in a research environment.  Emphasis will be on the laboratory setting, regulatory guidelines, and ethical considerations, as well as information on handling, behavior, nutrition, lab, and treatment procedures.

Diagnostic Imaging is designed to familiarize the student with the x-ray machine, darkroom, techniques, and radiation safety. Areas of emphasis will include technique failures, positioning, and standard diagnostic procedures.  It will also introduce the student to digital radiography and ultrasound technologies.

Veterinary Work Experience will consist of the student volunteering at a hospital/clinic in the area which will be coordinated by the instructor and the student.  The student will be required to log 49.5 hours in the 7 week session.  This part of the curriculum is a job shadow situation to familiarize the student with the inner workings of a veterinary hospital.

Semester 4:
Veterinary Pharmacology covers the study of drugs and other pharmaceuticals used in veterinary medicine.  Emphasis will be on drug usage, client education, calculations, measurement, administration, inventory, and storage.  This course will also outline the technician’s role and responsibility in the pharmacy.

Clinical Pathology II is designed to familiarize students with that part of the laboratory devoted to analyzing blood, urine, cytology smears, and cytology preparation.  It will acquaint the students with equipment, reagents, and techniques required to utilize blood and other bodily fluids as a diagnostic aid. 

Animal Anatomy & Physiology II is a continuation of Animal Anatomy & Physiology I.  It will give the student a more detailed look at the gross anatomy and physiology of the various organ systems including the cardiovascular, respiratory, digestive, nervous, endocrine, urinary, and reproductive systems.  We will also explore a more detailed look at the sense organs, pregnancy, development, and lactation, as well as a small section on avian and exotic anatomy & physiology.

Clinical Technology III is a continuation of Clinical Technology I & II.  It will include information on preventative medicine, pathology and response to diseases, fluid therapy and blood transfusions, dentistry, and emergency and critical care.  In addition to new information the student will also be able to review any areas of concern or techniques in order to prepare for the upcoming national exam.  


Semester 5: 
Surgical Nursing introduces the student to the methods and mechanics of the sterilization process.  Course covers patient prep, sterile techniques, surgical instrument identification, pack preparation, and surgical nursing care. (First 8 weeks)

Veterinary Anesthesiology involves the study of pharmacology, application of anesthetic agents, the physiological effects and means of monitoring them, the principles and administration of inhalant anesthetics, and a broad overview of anesthetic protocol and care.  Emphasis will be on anesthetic practical skills and anesthesia equipment.  (First 8 weeks)

Large Animal Nursing will give the student more detailed information regarding large animal diseases and the management of herd health.  Discussions will include restraint, diagnostic testing, bandaging, diagnostic imaging, surgery and anesthesia, fluid therapy, medical and surgical nursing by body system, and euthanasia and necropsy. (First 8 weeks) 

Vet Tech Internship is the most critical component of the program.  The student will be required to volunteer at a hospital/clinic in the area.  The student will be required to log 198 hours in the 8 week session of their fifth semester.  The student needs to split up their time (as equally as possible) in the following areas:  surgery, treatment and emergency, exam room, radiology, laboratory, pharmacy, and reception. (Last 8 weeks)
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Muscatine Community College
Veterinary Technology Program
Program Entry Requirements

Please keep in mind that this is a selective admissions program – you must be admitted into the program before taking Veterinary Technology Program (AGV) courses.  


Your application is not complete until you have done the following:

____ 1. Complete an application to Muscatine Community College (application not included in this packet, may be found at: http://www.eicc.edu/highschool/gettingin/applying/Index.html)

____ 2. Complete an application to Muscatine Community College Veterinary Technology Program; including documenting your ACT or Compass test scores (please do not submit application until you have taken one of these tests).

____ 3. Satisfy the assessment requirement of the ACT or Compass test scores. These scores are available by calling my academic advisor, Elida Perales at 563-288-6006. All applicants must have test scores at a college level for reading and writing and test above basic math to be accepted into the program. 

____ 4. Read and sign the Student Health and Performance Standards. Please do not sign the waivers if you are not able to perform and abide by these standards.

____ 5. Make sure your address, phone numbers, and emails are accurate for future correspondence from the program director or academic advisor. 

____ 6. Interview with the Veterinary Technology Program Director.

____ 7. Attend any mandatory information/registration meetings.



Applications will be accepted on a first come first serve basis. Applications will not be considered unless the application is complete meaning steps 1-6 have been finished and checked off by the Program Director. Once your application is complete you will receive an acceptance letter and a form that requires you to send in $25 to save your seat for the Fall 2012 session. This $25 will be applied to your tuition; however, if you decide to withdraw from the program it will not be refunded to you. 






Muscatine Community College
Veterinary Technology Program
Application for Admission


Last Name _____________________________ First Name ________________________ MI ________ 
Home Phone (        ) ______________________ Cell Phone (       ) _____________________________
Home Address ______________________________________________________________________ 
City _______________________________________________ State ____________ Zip ____________
Social Security # ____________________________________
Birth Date Month _______________ Day___________ Year _____________
Gender Male _____ Female _____
 Previous Education:
Name and address of high school which you attended: ________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Date of High School Graduation: _________________________________________________________
If you received a G.E.D., please give test site and date: _______________________________________
Name/addresses of ALL colleges attended (List most recent first). If more than three, please use back of application.
1. ________________________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________________
3. ________________________________________________________________
Major __________________________________ Degree______________________________________
[image: FYM Long with Logo copy]Year Graduated or Last Attended College __________________________________________________
Have you completed in college (with at least a C average) the following college courses? Indicate by check mark:
Chemistry ________ Mathematics ____________ English ____________ Humanities _______________
Assessment Scores:  ACT or Compass: Reading________ Writing________Mathematics__________
Please note: if you have not taken the ACT/Compass tests please call 563-288-6056 and make an appointment.
How did you hear about Muscatine Community Colleges Veterinary Technology Program? 
____________________________________________________________________________________
Signature: ___________________________________________________ Date:  _________________
Print your name: ______________________________________________
E-mail address: ______________________________________________________________________
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Muscatine Community College Veterinary Technology
Student Health and Performance Standards:

	Students are responsible for their own medical care and health insurance throughout the Veterinary Technology Program.  Neither the college nor the Veterinary Technology Program is responsible for needed medical care.  The student is responsible for any costs that may be incurred as it relates to personal injuries the student may acquire while participating in the program.  Muscatine Community College and/or field trip sites cannot be held liable for such injuries.  Students are strongly advised to make arrangements for their own health insurance coverage.

	INJURY:  Students who are injured in a laboratory/class situation must report the injury immediately to the supervising instructor/faculty member.  Students attend laboratory sessions at their own risk and are responsible for any medical costs incurred due to an injury.  To help prevent injury no open toed shoes are allowed in the labs.  Any jewelry should be removed.  An instructor may request that you remove your jewelry for your own safety.  Please comply with such requests.

	Veterinary Technology students are expected to inform faculty of any health conditions that interfere with clinical laboratory or kennel duty functions.  Students may be asked to refrain from certain clinical laboratory procedures if the instructors feel that the student’s health may be compromised.  A physician’s note may be required to verify any condition.  Regardless, inability to perform assigned functions can affect your grades.  As soon as pregnancy or any medical problems are diagnosed, the student is encouraged to bring a written statement from their physician permitting them to continue in the Veterinary Technology Program and/or perform safely in the clinical setting.

	Students should be aware of zoonotic disease risks (rabies, ringworm, brucellosis, intestinal parasites, toxoplasmosis, etc) that are associated with participation in the program and this profession.

	Students should also be aware that practicing venipuncture on each other is prohibited.  Students should be aware that Hepatitis, AIDS, and other diseases can be transmitted by contact with infected blood and should handle and dispose of all venipuncture supplies and sharps in an appropriate manner.  Students should also be aware of the risks of blood-borne diseases when aiding another injured student.

	Students are strongly encouraged to have prophylactic rabies inoculations.  Students bitten by animals while in the program are strongly encouraged to visit their physician at the earliest possible time even if he/she is vaccinated for rabies.  Because of the natural risks associated with programs such as ours, Muscatine Community College is in no way liable for students being bitten or any injury (physical or emotional) while handling and working with animals within the program.

	SAFETY REQUIREMENTS:  Although precautions are taken by instructors to prevent or minimize the potential for student injury; no guarantee is made or implied regarding student safety due to the unpredictable behavior of animals.  All teaching animals and patients are potentially capable of inflicting serious injury even when appropriate restraint and safety precautions are used, but use of these precautions is essential to reduce the risk of injury.  Prior to the beginning of each laboratory session, students should review all safety and restraint information contained in the current and previous course materials, reading and objectives.  If students are unsure of the correct restraint or safety protocol to follow they should seek immediate supervision prior to initiating any animal contact.

Do not fear an animal, but respect what they can do.

Performance Standards:

Performance standards are necessary in a competent veterinary technician.  These standards are necessary to protect the technician, other members of the health care team and the animal patients.

	1.	PHYSICAL REQUIREMENTS
	a.	Ability to tolerate walking and standing for sustained periods of time.

	b.	Capable of lifting and/or carrying up to 50 pounds from floor to waist level 
 		frequently.

		c.	Capable of using hands and arms to handle, install, position and move materials.

	d.	Capable of handling, positioning and restraining live animals of various sizes.

	2.	SENSORY ABILITIES
	a.	Visual ability to see details at a close range and to make observations and    assessments necessary in animal care.  Be able to use diagnostic equipment i.e. microscope, thermometer, refractometer, etc...

	b.	Auditory ability sufficient to monitor and assess health needs.  Hear ausculatory sounds, monitor alarms, emergency and cries for help.  Hear warning sounds from animals and humans of impending danger / injury.

	c.	Tactile ability sufficient for physical assessment and to perform nursing duties.  Perform palpation during physical exams.  Administer oral, intramuscular, subcutaneous, and intravenous medications.  Insert and remove tubes and perform wound care management.  Collect organic samples for live animals.

	





3.  MENTAL
	a.	Amendable to learning the safe handling, restraining and working with any species of domestic or exotic animals without fear.  These animals may be sick, injured, fractious, or aggressive without fear.

	b.	Willingness to assist with or perform a wide variety of routine medical surgical and diagnostic procedures common to the veterinary setting; including humane euthanasia.

	c.	Capacities to read and hear, understand, and quickly execute complex verbal and written instructions given in English.

	d.	Ability to differentiate between classroom instruction or assessment and personal critique.

	e.	Possess emotional stability when performing duties in animal life and death situations or other stressful situations.

	f.	During emergencies, being able to respond promptly and appropriately.


Student Name (printed) _________________________________________________________

(Signature) _____________________________________________ Date _________________

If the student is under 18 years of age

Parent or guardian name (printed) ________________________________________________

(Signature) _____________________________________________ Date _________________
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Muscatine Community College Veterinary Technology
Rabies Waiver:
		
Since rabies is endemic to this area and (you) as a student will be utilizing animals without normal vaccine histories.  The program has the responsibility to provide the following waiver.

The program recommends and encourages each student to obtain the rabies immunization.  It is the responsibility of the student to cover the cost of this immunization procedure.

Since this is an expensive procedure and may not be readily available to all students, you are being given the opportunity to sign a waiver indicating that you have been informed of the risk.

Your signature on this waiver indicates your understanding of the risk and that you agree to provide insurance coverage sufficient to defend, indemnify, and hold harmless Muscatine Community College and contracted parties from any and all claims by or injuries related to rabies.

I certify that the risks associated with rabies as they relate to the Veterinary Technology Program have been explained to me and I understand these risks.  I will not hold Muscatine Community College or the Veterinary Technology Program responsible should I contract rabies.


Student Name (printed) _________________________________________________________

(Signature) _____________________________________________ Date _________________

If the student is under 18 years of age

Parent or guardian name (printed) ________________________________________________

(Signature) _____________________________________________ Date _________________
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Muscatine Community College Veterinary Technology
Pregnancy Policy Waiver

I certify that I have been informed of the risk that may be associated with a pregnancy as a student within the Muscatine Community College Veterinary Technology Program.

I have been advised of the following risk that may be included in the routine instructional needs of the program.

	Exposure to the following situations:
		Biohazards
		Teratogens
		Cytotoxic compounds
		Ionizing radiation
		Anesthetic gases
		Hormonal agents
		Physical injuries

I understand that I am not obligated to inform Muscatine Community College or the Veterinary Technology Program faculty of my pregnancy status and assume all responsibility to avoid these hazards should I be pregnant. I will not hold Muscatine Community College or the Veterinary Technology Program responsible should any complications to my pregnancy occur.


Student Name (printed) _________________________________________________________

(Signature) _____________________________________________ Date _________________

If the student is under 18 years of age

Parent or guardian name (printed) ________________________________________________

(Signature) _____________________________________________ Date _________________
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Muscatine Community College Veterinary Technology

COMMISSION OF A FELONY MAY PREVENT YOU FROM OBTAINING REGISTRATION AS A VETERINARY TECHNICIAN IN THE STATE OF IOWA.

Please read the following:
The State Board of Veterinary Medicine shall have the authority to refuse to grant, to revoke, or to discipline the registrations of any veterinary technician if such person has any of the following:

	1.  A felony conviction;
	2.  A conviction for any crime involving moral turpitude;
	3.  An arrest, charge, or sentence for any felony or crime involving moral turpitude where
		a.  A plea of no contest was entered,
		b.  First offender treatment granted, or
		c.  The adjudication was otherwise withheld.

A felony includes any offense which, if committed in the state of Iowa would be deemed a felony.  A conviction includes either a verdict of guilty or a plea of guilty.

I have read the above statement and recognize that commission of a felony or any other crime of moral turpitude may prevent me from obtaining a registration as a veterinary technician in the State of Iowa upon completion of the program.


Student Name (printed) _________________________________________________________

(Signature) _____________________________________________ Date _________________
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Muscatine Community College
Veterinary Technology Program

Check all of the following, application is not complete unless all statements are checked and this sheet is signed and submitted with program application and student waivers:


________ I am submitting my application to Muscatine Community College Veterinary Technology Program for the Fall 2012.

_____        I understand that if there are more applicants than seats available for Fall 2012, acceptance will be based on qualifying assessment scores, an admission interview, and date application was turned in to Elida Perales for review. 

_____       I have read all waivers and had any questions I may have had answered. 

				                
                                                        	__________________________________
Signature

		__________________________________
Print Name

							__________________________________							            		Date

							__________________________________
							Phone Number
						         __________________________________
         							Social Security Number


Please mail completed packet to:
Muscatine Community College
Attn: Elida Perales, Academic Advisor
152 Colorado Street
Muscatine, IA 52761
2
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