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Chancellor’s memo
Eastern Iowa Community college
November 1, 2010




Staff Development Day Scheduled for November 24, 2010.



One of my major professional goals since I’ve been here has been to support the continued development and refinement of a system of professional development for all of our faculty and staff.  We definitely need to be a learning organization not only for our students but for ourselves; in this rapidly changing world, there are always new things to learn and practice.

It is the EICCD Professional Development Council, headed up by Robin Michel, which has taken the lead in bringing this dream to fruition.  I want to thank each of the members for the outstanding work and intense effort they have put into providing and/or promoting so many diverse professional development activities for all of us.  I asked Robin to provide her personal thank-you to this group.  



A Thank You to the Professional Development Council!
 
Recently you received an email from me detailing information regarding our upcoming EICCD Staff Development Day to be held on Wednesday, November 24, 2010, at North Scott High School in Eldridge.  I would like to thank all of the Professional Development Council for their hard work and participation setting up, arranging and organizing all the details for the day.  Feel free to contact your college or area representative or the Center for Professional Development with any questions you may have about the day.  Council members are:  

                                           Kathy Conway 
Shelly Cram Rahlf
Donna Day
Nancy Dugan
Ann Eisenman
Deb Goodall
Terri Goodman
Heidi Hilbert
Barb Hixon
Suz Knoblauch
Doug Kutzli
Marcia Larson
Clara Littig
Robin Michel
Gary Olson
Julie Plummer
Karen Roebuck
Erin Snyder
Peggy Thoms
Katie Watson
Lisa Wiegel

Secondly, this group has planned a very exciting Annual EICCD Professional Development Day for all of us at North Scott High School November 24, 2010.  (The Capitol Theatre is currently being put into “hibernation.”)  There are a number of outside speakers, a raffle, programming aimed at staff and at faculty, and the opportunity to hear a presentation from Cabinet leaders highlighting some of our major accomplishments over the past year. 

Please be sure to register now so you have a better chance of getting into the workshop you prefer.  If you have any questions or don’t know how to sign up, just contact Robin.  See you all there!




Check Off Another Facilities Bond Project:  New Wilton Library MCC Satellite Center Opens.

[image: C:\Documents and Settings\pkeir\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\P0WMOMU3\DSC_0079.jpg]I have tried to provide you with regular updates as we start and then complete the large number of construction and reconstruction projects across the district financed by our 2006 facilities bond referendum.  The latest project to host a grand opening is the new MCC Satellite Center in Wilton, Iowa.  As with a number of our satellite projects, we were very lucky to be able to partner with other community organizations in building space rather than attempting to build our own building.  I asked Kayla Holst from MCC to write up a blurb about the recent grand opening and to name the wonderful group of MCC staff and supporters in the picture. 

October 6, 2010 marked the long awaited grand opening of the Wilton Library, Community, and Muscatine CC Center. Muscatine Community College is proud to be a partner in this project which combines a community center, theater space, library, computer area, kitchen, and two MCC classrooms. According to Katie Watson, MCC Admissions Coordinator, "the possibilities for credit and non-credit offerings seem endless, we have classes scheduled through December which include CPR, an informative session about the Nahant Marsh, social networking on the internet, Surviving the Holidays -grief counseling and credit offerings of Human Relations and Survey of World Religions. We are very open to suggestions, so I can't wait to hear what the community wants MCC to offer in the winter months!" Hundreds of people from Wilton and the surrounding communities were on hand for the ceremonial ribbon cutting including MCC faculty, staff, administration and EICC board members Bill Phelan and Bill Vetter, whom all have been instrumental in bringing the project to fruition. 

Pictured are (L to R) 

Bill Phelan, EICCD Board of Trustees
Erin Bohnsack, Academic Advisor
Marv Smith, Associate Director - BIC  
Shelly Cram Rahlf, Dean of Students
Gail Spies, Dean of the College
Katie Watson, Admissions Officer
Jeff Armstrong, President
Jeff Kaufmann, Social Science Teacher
Kayla Holst, Secretary to Continuing Education 

One of the goals of our bond referendum was to make our programming more accessible to students in the far reaches of our district.  I have learned that the Wilton Center is already flourishing, and we can look forward to more credit and non-credit programs there in the future. 

Attendance at the White House Summit on Community Colleges Very Exciting!

[image: http://www.ccweek.com/news/articlefiles/2121-summitpic3101810.gif]There was no shortage of media attention paid when I returned from my attendance at the recent White House Summit on Community Colleges, which I appreciated since it gave me many chances to explain how wonderful our district and colleges are, so I will not repeat much of the background that was shared there.  However, I have included a few pictures so that you can see what a wonderful event that was.  In fact, if you look on the right side of the picture where the President is speaking, you will see the back of my head, the blonde head next to the man with the white hair.  The main benefit of this exciting event was that it brought the attention of the nation to our higher education sector.  Hopefully, in the future, additional funding and attention will follow! 
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I really felt honored to be invited to this Summit, one of 20 community college CEO’s invited from the entire nation.  I can’t think of a better thing to happen to me in my last year before retirement, to see the higher education sector I so treasure acknowledged in such a highly public way.  



EICCD Receives Green Energy Training Grant.  

In addition to receiving significant funding for our new Title III and TRIO programs, we heard recently that the district has received state funding that will help us prepare workers for the green jobs in our area.  This proposal and program was developed through partnership with EICCD’s Career Assistance Center (ABE/GED/ESL and others) headed up by Peg Garrison and our Iow@Work program headed up by Cathy Wiebel, assisted by our phenomenal Grants Office, headed by Ellen Kabat-Lensch and staffed by Laurie Finn and Donna Day.  Peg prepared a description of the program:

Governor Chet Culver has announced that Eastern Iowa Community College District (EICCD) will receive a $193,618 grant for a new Green Energy Training (GET) program. The grant, to be spread over a three-year period, is part of the federal American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funding for the state of Iowa.

GET will assist unemployed and underemployed individuals in receiving training and employment in the renewable energy field. EICCD is partnering with the local Iowa@Work and Workforce Investment Act providers in creating the program. It will be coordinated by Alex Harris, Academic Advisor and Retention Specialist at the college’s Career Assistance Center in downtown Davenport.

The program will serve as a bridge into the college’s Renewable Energy Systems degree program. Harris said the program will particularly work to identify those students who have the aptitude for careers in renewable energy, but may be lacking some of the skills they need for entry into the degree program.

“GET will begin with a two-week session focused on exploration and assessment of the individual’s aptitude for work in renewable energy,” said Harris. “That will be followed by a 12-week training course with classes in math, and electrical, hydraulic and digital literacy. It will be customized to the requirements of students entering the first year of the renewable energy systems program.”

The training will be hands-on and also include sections on teamwork, time management, conflict resolution, career exploration, college and work readiness.

“The goal of the program is to establish a clearly defined pathway for students who would otherwise struggle and not be able to enter this industry,” Harris said. “In addition to the coursework it includes wrap-around support services and case management that will help address barriers faced by unemployed and underemployed workers.”

He said a major barrier for these individuals is juggling family and financial issues with the time needed to complete training in a career program. The grant includes funding to assist with such things as child care and transportation to help the participants overcome those barriers and gain the skills they need to transition from low skill level jobs to high skilled, and more highly paid, employment.

“Due to family and life commitments our students have a sense of urgency to complete a program quickly,” Harris said. “By incorporating the basic skills with the technical training, and providing support services, they will have a career that will support themselves and their families.”

EICCD’s Renewable Energy Systems Specialist program began in the fall of 2009. It trains students to install, maintain and troubleshoot solar systems and wind turbines. Training and classes are held at the college’s Blong Technology Center, just off Interstate 80 in Davenport.

For more information about GET, contact the college’s Career Assistance Center, 627 W. Second St., Davenport, 563-326-5319.

Success in receiving this funding demonstrates our wonderful ability to collaborate within our district to get the job done.  Congratulations!  


[image: C:\Documents and Settings\pkeir\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Word\Medallion Award SILVER.JPG]EICCD Marketing Department Receives Silver Medallion Award. 


I was very excited to learn from Karen Farley, our Assistant Director of Marketing, that her department has won a regional award for the design of the fantastic promotional series of brochures entitled ENGAGE. 

These awards are very competitive, and to me, it is a wonderful thing to see us acknowledged in this way. I asked Karen to comment on the award: 

Here is the information you requested on the Silver Medallion Award recently presented to EICCD for the ENGAGE publication:  
[image: C:\Documents and Settings\pkeir\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\P0WMOMU3\engage july10 (2).jpg]
The staff of the EICCD Marketing Department is pleased to announce they were recently named a Silver Award recipient for the district’s ENGAGE publication as part of the Medallion Awards sponsored by District 5 of the National Council for Marketing and Public Relations.  The award was presented at the district annual conference on September 26-28 in Kansas City.  The ENGAGE is a full-color publication that goes out 4 times per year to approximately 60,000 households through the district and features articles about district events, activities, and programs.  

The National Council for Marketing & Public Relations (NCMPR) is the only organization of its kind that represents marketing and PR professionals at community and technical colleges.  Each issue of ENGAGE is developed through the efforts of members of the Marketing Department:  Gary Mohr, Alan Campbell, Erin Snyder, Sue Zettel and Karen Farley, as well as support from staff members at each of our campuses.  

Granddaughter Follows in Grandma’s Foot Steps, Literally. 

[image: C:\Documents and Settings\pkeir\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\P0WMOMU3\CIMG0157.jpg]This is a picture of my now six-year-old granddaughter participating in her first organized sponsored run, which entailed running as long as she and others could around her elementary school.   She told me later that it was “hard” and that she “hit the wall,” but she managed to do enough loops to earn the donations to charity that were made in her honor.  

My latest exercise extravaganza is plans to run the infamous Hot Chocolate Run in Grant Park, Chicago.  The course is 9.3 miles, and I haven’t really trained up for that sufficiently, but I imagine I can keep myself going with the thought of the multitudes of chocolate, both hot and in candy bar form, provided at the end of the race.  In some ways, gorging on chocolate after the run rather defeats the purpose, but what the heck!

I hope you all have a wonderful Thanksgiving Holiday.  It’s hard to believe that we are already into the autumn holidays.  

Pat
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