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Chancellor Survives, Even Totally Enjoys, Visit to the Republic of Georgia.
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Despite the fact that jet lag and I are mortal enemies, I very much enjoyed my visit to the Republic of Georgia to participate in the project wrap-up of a Community Colleges for International Development (CCID) to assist with the start-up of Georgia’s first community college.  While there, I visited the new college in Gori (part of the Georgian Technical University), met with staff and students, participated in project evaluation activities, visited the USAID Offices, and also got to see and enjoy quite a bit of the country.  This project has been under the guidance of Jeff Armstrong for several years, and many of the Georgians I met there had been to visit our district in the past.   A highlight of my trip was signing a Memorandum of Understanding with the [image: image2.wmf]Rector (President) of the GTU to seek ways to extend the project and build staff and student exchanges.  While I was in Gori, which is the birthplace of Josef Stalin, I also visited his birthplace and the train that he used to travel around the nation while he was in power. 

International travel is always a broadening experience.  In this case, I was treated with such hospitality and so many aspects of Georgia’s challenges and strengths were discussed, that I really felt that I learned far more than I expected.  The costs of the travel were paid by a grant.  

Quiz:

While driving out to Gori, we stopped by the side of the road and purchased the gustatory delights shown to the right.  What do you think it is?  Perhaps the winner will get a few of these to chomp down him or herself?

Identification of Georgian Delicacy


DR. NNACHI UMENNACHI HONORED!
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Nnachi dropped by one afternoon this past month to let me see the awards he received in August from an organization devoted to keeping the Afikpo culture alive in Nigeria and throughout the world.  It is always a pleasure to note when one of our own is recognized out in the world.  I asked Nnachi to write a description of the organization and his awards.  
I was honored by the Afikpo Organization Inc. USA at their annual “Iriji” Festival at Houston, Texas—Saturday August 1, 2009. Afikpo Organization Inc., USA is an organization of Nigerian Americans from my home State in Nigeria. The group meets annually at various States within the USA to discuss, among other things how to keep their culture alive in the USA through their children and expositions in American Museums.

I was honored with two plaques: One is a service award plaque for his role as the Chairman of the Cultural Education Committee from 2005 to 2009. In this capacity, I was responsible for developing cultural, educational programs for the youths in their native dialect, and for delivering lectures on various aspects of Afikpo culture to the entire group annually. The other plaque is for my role as Ex-Officio member to various Administrations of the Organization. For instance, the new administration elected at this year’s Texas gathering retained me as the Chairman of the new “Cultural & Youth Education Committee.

Congratulations Nnachi.  



EICCD’s Economic Development Department Receives Grants to Help Revive the Iowa Economy. 

In these hard times, it is very gratifying to receive some external funding to help us continue to achieve our mission of helping citizens and local economies.  The Economic Development Department has received two major grants recently, and I’ve asked Cathy Wiebel to describe the first. 

Iow@Work/Eastern Iowa Community College received $1,096,423 from the U.S. Department of Labor to assist laid-off Deere Davenport and Alcoa workers during the next two years.  Funds will be used to provide career assessment/planning, skill training, and placement assistance.  Kris Valleroy, Employment & Training Specialist helped write the grant and is currently assisting laid off Deere/Alcoa workers.   Special thanks also to Denny Schnoor for encouraging workers at Deere Davenport’s Rapid Response and Deb Goodall for customized short term computer basic classes.  A number of workers are also enrolled in or considering various career programs and classes around the District. 

Another grant we received this past month focuses on supporting rural business.  Mark Kapfer provides a description of the USDA Rural Business Opportunity Grant awarded to EICCD.  

One of the gaps in entrepreneurial development in eastern Iowa is the need for small capital injections to support budding entrepreneurs and small businesses in pursuing new products and processes so they can take them to market to create new wealth in the area.  Last week EICCD learned that it is the recipient of a $50,000 USDA Rural Business Opportunity Grant.  These funds will allow EICCD to provide small “challenge grants” of up to $5,000 to entrepreneurs, early stage businesses and growth companies of 50 or fewer employees and less than $1 million in gross revenue located in communities less than 15,000 in Clinton, Jackson and Muscatine counties.   The grants will provide such technical assistance as patent attorney fees, prototype development, planning, research lab costs, and certain types of equipment.  The use of challenge grants will ensure that the best innovations  can be carried through to market consideration.  

Laurie Finn in the district Resource Development Office was instrumental in writing a proposal that was one of only eight in the state of Iowa to receive funding.  



Staff Development Day a Great Success.
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Although it was a break with tradition, I think that this Fall’s District Staff Development Day went well.  Since the theme this fall was sustainability, and since we are strongly committed to saving money as we prepare for next year’s expected budget crunch, each campus and the district office hosted its own local events.  My usual “speech” was provided to all sites through technology, using a combination of video and Media-site.  Importantly to me, John Baker, Robin Blount and I dashed around the district that Friday, participating at each site in awards ceremonies for the Chancellor’s Awards and Years of Service Awards.  

A larger number of planners than usual contributed to the logistics, programming, and community responsiveness of this day’s events.  There is no shortage of evidence that our district can step up to the challenge of change in an efficient, creative manner. Thanks to everyone who planned and participated in this year’s event.

Personally, I want to thank the production crew who produced the video documenting my “bike ride” across the district ….Julie Plummer, Karen Farley, Doug Kutzli, Frank Weiser, Robin Blount and the actors (well, including me, the “over-actors”) … We will be holding an awards ceremony in the near future so we can award the appropriate Oscars! 



Chancellor’s Awards for Two Outstanding District Employees.

[image: image5.wmf]This picture shows a group of us at the annual banquet for this year’s Chancellor’s Award winners, Renae Britt from MCC (winner of the Quality Service Award) and Julie Plummer (winner of the Leadership Award.)  (There were no nominees for the other award categories this year.)  Here is Robin Blount’s summary of the events we had to celebrate this year’s awardees.

The 2009 Chancellor’s Award winners are Renae Britt, Library Technician II from Muscatine Community College for Quality Service to EICCD and Julie Plummer, Assistant Director of the Iowa Waste Exchange, Environmental Compliance Officer and Co-Chair of the EICCD Sustainability Initiative for Leadership at EICCD.  A dinner party to celebrate the winners was hosted by Dr. Pat Keir at Duck City Bistro in Davenport.  Attendees included Renae and Julie, Mark Kapfer and Jeff Armstrong - the Cabinet level executives for whom Renae and Julie work, and guests.  Awards were formally presented at the campus location of the winners on Staff Development Day.  The recipients were warmly acknowledged by faculty and staff for the outstanding level of service they provide.

A special thanks to Robin for organizing the Chancellor’s Awards process and events this year. 



New Chancellor’s Initiative on Globalization Off to a Resounding Start.
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The Chancellor’s Initiative on Globalization met for the first time on September 21st.  Current team members include Susan Hess, Bill Roba, Stephen Bergren, Martha Bonte, RuthAnn Gallagher, Jennifer Parker, Pat Keir, Robin Blount, Ellen Kabat Lensch, Karen Farley, Tom Coley, Jeremy Pickard, Jane Campagna and John DaBeet.  Ellen, who has agreed to serve as team leader for the overall initiative, provided the following summary of the first meeting. 

Consensus was reached on the importance of expanding and systematizing our international efforts to increase participation for faculty, staff and students.  The team has formed three action committees to further investigate and gather data in the areas of: 

· increasing the number of international students attending EICCD; 

· increasing the number of EICCD students participating in formal study abroad and;

· increasing globalization across the curricula.

A formal survey will be sent to all EICCD employees to tap into existing expertise and interest.  Action committees will have their first report-outs on October 26th.
If you have any suggestions about how we can globalize the experience of our students and staff, feel free to share them with any of the team members. 


EICCD Passes 20¼ Mill Levy at 76%.
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It’s good to know that our wonderful district will be able to pay its utility bills and perform critical maintenance for the next ten years – and that’s what passage of our recent levy has affected.  Just as important, I believe we can interpret the exceptionally high pass rate as evidence that our community members appreciate the job we are doing these days.  I want to thank everyone who worked on the campaigns, Gary Mohr, Honey Bedell, Gail Spies, Bob Allbee, Lysa Hegland, Ron Serpliss, Ann Eisenman and Joan Gibson for their hands-on leadership of this effort and to all of you who made your way to the polls.  I’m sure everyone shares my happiness that we don’t have another critical levy for another six years!



District Receives WOW Grant.

It was a long shot, since only one grant was being awarded per state, but EICCD has been selected to participate in a new WOW-Wider Opportunities for Women program, focused on assisting women, particularly low-income women, in participating fully in the green jobs revolution.  This grant will allow us to send Julie Plummer and Karen Roebuck to a workshop which will help them provide leadership in the district and provide support as our efforts are unfolded.  I’ve asked Ellen Kabat Lensch to provide a summary of this grant. 

[image: image8.wmf]EICCD has received a WOW- Wider Opportunities for Women grant.  The grant allows EICCD to be part of a year-long initiative devoted to increasing the number of women in green job training.  Only twelve projects were selected nationwide.  As part of this grant, EICCD will be expanding our Career Link Essentials program to include a green technologies track specifically geared to expand employment and advancement opportunities for low-income women and promote their inclusion in the creation of high-skill and high-wage jobs in the emerging green economy.  Julie Plummer and Karen Roebuck will be the team leaders on this new exciting initiative.

Thanks to Julie, Karen, Nancy Kothenbeutel, and Ellen Kabat Lensch for stepping up to an opportunity to help women in our region.  



Be Prepared for ….. the H1N1 Flu.

[image: image9.wmf]As part of our pandemic flu plan, Tom Coley worked with the Instructional Council to prepare a statement to cover how instructors could respond to student absences if the flu caused significant disruption in teaching and learning.  Here is that statement, for your information.  

EICCD Statement on Student Absences Related to H1N1 Related Illness

Students are encouraged to stay home if they experience flu related symptoms during the coming flu season.  It is recommended that instructors allow absent students opportunities to make up quizzes, turn in assignments, and reschedule testing, if warranted. Timely communication between students and instructors is critical.  All makeup opportunities would be dependent upon acceptable, documented instructor/student communications.  Instructors should work with their students to set up communication options via telephone or designated electronic tools such as Campus Cruiser, text messaging, Face Book, or other instructor accepted tool to work out class assignments and missed tests.  Students remain responsible for any assignments not completed or handed in due to their illness.  All classes will be held unless a formal EICCD announcement is distributed canceling classes and providing further directions.

We will do everything possible to keep EICCD sites operating as usual. As a reminder, please keep in mind a few things you can do to help:

· Practice good hand hygiene by washing your hands with soap and water, especially after coughing or sneezing. Alcohol-based hand cleaners also are effective.  

· Practice respiratory etiquette by covering your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze. If you don’t have a tissue, cough or sneeze into your elbow, sleeve or shoulder, not into your hands.  Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth; germs are spread this way. 
· Know the signs and symptoms of the flu. A fever is a temperature taken with a thermometer that is equal to or greater than 100 degrees Fahrenheit or 38 degrees Celsius. Look for possible signs of fever: if the person feels very warm, has a flushed appearance, or is sweating or shivering. 
·  Stay home if you have flu or flu-like illness for at least 24 hours after you no longer have a fever (100 degrees Fahrenheit or 38 degrees Celsius) or signs of a fever (have chills, feel very warm, have a flushed appearance, or are sweating). This should be determined without the use of fever-reducing medications (any medicine that contains ibuprofen or acetaminophen).  Again, we ask that you don’t go to class or work.  

Talk with your health care providers about whether you should be vaccinated for seasonal flu. Also if you are at higher risk for flu complications from 2009 H1N1 flu, you should consider getting the H1N1 vaccine when it becomes available. People at higher risk for 2009 H1N1 flu complications include pregnant women and people with chronic medical conditions (such as asthma, heart disease, or diabetes). For more information about priority groups for vaccination, visit www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/vaccination/acip.htm or other sites that can found on CampusCruiser.

Thanks to the Instructional Council for providing this guidance. If you have any questions or concerns, let Tom know and he can take your concerns back to the Council. 
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Fall’s Palette of Colors.

OK, I have to admit I become pretty sentimental when that first whisk of brisk air and autumn colors shows that Fall has arrived.  We are very lucky to live in an area that experiences dramatic changes of seasons.  And, since the leaves are still on my trees, you don’t have to bear with my annual whining about raking the monumental deluge of leaves that descends upon my front yard every year!  We are off to a good start on the semester, and we are up to future     challenges. Now get those sweaters out!

Pat

